THE BLOCKADE OF BRITAIN

Our Navy, therefore, with the tremendous tasks
which rest on it, none of which it has sharked or
evaded, is strung out terribly thin/
This situation, said Lord Lothian, was one which
concerned the United States almost as much as
Great Britain. The defeat of the totalitarian Powers*
attack and the keeping of the Atlantic impregnable
meant security for both the great democratic States.
The grand attack is still to come. If only we can beat
off that attack, then our own blockade of Germany,
combined with our air offensive against her sources
of production and means of distribution, should
reduce her to a state in which the splendid mecha-
nised army now being created will be able to ad-
minister to her the coup de grdce. That our blockade
is already producing a serious effect upon her capa-
city for making war there is very little doubt. Dr.
Dalton, the Minister of Economic Warfare, stated in
his broadcast to America on December i that the
cutting off of Germany's sea-borne supplies of oil
and the destruction by the Royal Air Force of her
synthetic oil plants3 refineries and stocks would
bring about a great and growing scarcity of this vital
commodity within a period of months. The block-
ade, he added, has already imposed upon her
serious shortages of rubber, copper, ferro-alloys and
textiles. The Battle of Britain, so far as it is a battle
of defence of this island, will have been won when
Germany is effectively deprived of the materials
without which her offensive by sea and air cannot
be maintained with the continuity and intensity
necessary to bring us to our knees*
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